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Belgrad'da Final Four Heyecani
The Excitement of the Final Four in Belgrade
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Finali Istanbul'da yapilan 2017 Turkish Airlines EuroLeague'in sampiyonu Fenerbahge
olmustu. Bu yilki Final Four miisabakalar1 i¢in, topragina basketbol potasini ilk diken
sehirlerden Belgrad secildi. 18-20 Mayis 2018 tarihlerinde oynanacak final maglar
oncesinde ve sonrasinda Belgrad'da yapilacak ¢ok sey var.

Fenerbahg¢e won the 2017 Turkish Airlines EuroLeague whose final was held in Istanbul.
Belgrade, one of the first cities to install a basketball hoop, was chosen for this year's Final
Four games. There'salot to do in Belgrade before and after the final games which will take

place between May 18 and 20, 2018.

There

tadaki buyiik parkta ve Kalemegdan Hi-

sarr’'nda huzurun ve manzaranin tadini
¢ikariyorum. Ne de olsa Roma déneminde insa
edilen ve Osmanlilar tarafindan mitkemmel
hale getirilen bu Orta Cag kalesi ytizyillardir
farkl1 medeniyetler tarafindan “fikirbayir” yani
“derin diisiinceler kiyis1” (Sirpgada “bregu za
razmiSljanje”) olarak biliniyor. Manzara cenneti
andirsa da mekan biisbiitiin sessiz degil; bu-
lundugum yerden yalnizca basketbol topunun
asfalttaki kesik ritmi ve oyuncularn baginslar
duyuluyor zira.

Birkag¢ ¢ocuk Kalemegdan'in devasa duvar-
larinin golgesindeki bakiml sahada basket oy-
nuyor. Kilometrelerce uzanan, ormanlarla ¢ev-
rili bisiklet ve yiiritylis yollarinin yani sira saga
sola serpistirilmis satran¢ masalari ve hatta bir
hayvanat bahgesiyle bu tarihiyap1 kent sakinle-
rinin Sirbistan'in en popiiler ulusal tutkularin-
dan biri olan basketbolun tadina varmalar i¢in
ayrilmis sayili yerlerden biri. 1945'te sosyalist
Yugoslavya'nin kurulusuyla birlikte, Belgrad'in
hala en efsanevi takimlarindan Crvena Zvezda

S ava ve Tuna nehirlerinin birlestigi nok-

Savaand Danube, at the grand parkand fortress of

Kalemegdan, for the tranquility and the views; af
terall, this Roman castle fortified in the Middle Ages
and perfected by the Ottomans has been known as
the “shore for contemplation” (breg za razmiSljanje
inSerbian, or fikir-bayrin Turkish) over centuries of
mixed civilizations. But while the scene is definitely
idyllic, it’s certainly not quiet: from where I am on
the shore, one can hearonly the staccatorhythmof a
basketball striking asphalt and the shouts of players.

Some kids are playing on awell-maintained court
in the shadow of Kalemegdan's enormous walls.
Along with its kilometers of forested biking and
walking paths, random chess tables and even a zoo,
the historic landmark has a few places reserved for
locals toindulge in one of Serbia’s national passions:
basketball. Indeed, it was here that with the creation
of socialist Yugoslavia in 1945, one of Belgrade’s (still)
most legendary teams, Crvena Zvezda, played some
exhibition games to popularize the sport, en route to
winning 10 consecutive national titles. Since then,
Zvezda and its archrival, Partizan, have achieved
many sporting glories in national and European

Ihave come to the confluence of the great Rivers

There

Kalemegdan, Turkish
Airlines EuroLeague
finaline ev sahipligi
yapacakolan
Belgrad'da turistlerin
ugrakyeri.

Frequented bytourists,
Kalemegdanis one of
the placesin Belgrade
whichwill host the Turkish
Airlines EuroLeague final.

73



74

-,'. i

i ).

p— ems— e

-pu..

17 TI.JRKISH AIRLINES

I -.S. 3 '||' -'E"Tﬂ .ﬁn

et

“y tt"l"ﬁ.*
" Tq

'f-"#*-u*m:: b by

basketbolu daha popiiler kilmak adina birkag
mag¢ oynamisg ve art arda 10 defa ulusal zafer ka-
zanmis. O giinden bu yana Zvezda ve en biyiik
rakibi Partizan gerek ulusal ligde gerek Avrupa
liglerinde sayis1z basariya imza atmis. Her iki
takimin en biiyiik destekgileriyse kendilerine
meydan okuyucu isimler bulan hayran grupla-
11: Zvezda'nin hayranlari “Delije” (Kahramanlar),
Partizan'inkilerse biraz daha korkutucu “Groba-
ri” (Mezar Kazicilar).

Mayis ayinda Belgrad, Turkish Airlines Euro-
League Final Four etkinligini agirlayacak ve bu-
nun i¢in daha uygun bir sehir diistinemiyorum.
Basketbol gercekten de Sirbistan’in kalbinde
onemli bir yere sahip. “Basketbol sahalarini
sehrin her yerinde gorebilirsiniz.” diyor Kateri-
na; kendisi eskiden iist seviye basketbol oyna-
yan orta yasl bir kent sakini. “Cocuklar sabahin
erken saatlerinden gece yarisina kadar orada.

There
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1-Turkish Airlines
EuroLeague 2017'nin
sampiyonu ev sahibi
istanbul'un takimi
Fenerbahge olmustu.

The 2017 Turkish Airlines
EuroLeague waswon by
Fenerbahge, alocalteaminthe
host city of Istanbul.

2-2017'dekiFenerbahgeile
Olympiakos arasindakifinal
magini istanbul Sinan Erdem
Spor Salonu'nda 15 bin biletli
basketbolsever izlemisti.
Thefinalgamein 2017 was
between Fenerbahce and
Olympiacos B.C. at Sinan Erdem
Sports Hall and was watched
by 15,000 fans.

leagues, buttressed by walls of organized fan groups
known for their “fearsome” names (Zvezda has the
“Delije,” or heroes, whereas Partizan’s loyal fans are
known by the more macabre name of “Grobari,” or
“Gravediggers”).

This May, Belgrade is hosting the Turkish Airlines
EuroLeague Final Four. And there’s not really a more
appropriate place for the event. Basketball indeed
holds a special place in the Serbian heart: “You can
find basketball courts everywhere,” says Katerina, a
middle-aged local who used to play herself at a high
level. “The kids are out there from early morning ‘til
midnight. For us, basketball is more than a sport-it’s
apassion and a way of life.”

In today’s Belgrade, one can find basketball ac-
tion everywhere from the biggest organized venues
(like the Stark Arena, where the current EuroLe-
ague finals are being held) to faded courts hidden
between the grand buildings and soaring, social-
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1-2017 Final Four'un En
Degerli Oyuncusu segilen
Fenerbahceli Ekpe Udoh'a
6dullind Tirk Hava Yollan
Yénetim Kuruluve icra
Komitesi Baskani M. ilker
Aycivermisti.

Turkish Airlines Chairman of
the Board and the Executive
Committee M. ilker Ayci
presented Ekpe Udoh from
Fenerbahge with the MVP
Award ofthe 2017 Final Four.

2-Turkish Airlines
EuroLeague 2017 final magi
izleyicilere heyecanli anlar
yasatmisti.

Turkish Airlines EuroLeague
2017 final game witnessed
memorable moments.

Bizim i¢in basketbol spordan daha fazlasi; bir
tutku ve yasam bi¢imi.”

EuroLeague finallerinin diizenlendigi Stark
Arena gibi en biiyiik organizasyon mekanlarin-
dan bagkentin dort bir yanindaki devasa yapi-
lar arasina sikigsmis, sosyalist donemden kal-
ma beton binalarin golgesindeki sahalara dek
heryerde gorebilirsiniz giiniimiiz Belgrad'inda
basketbolu. Diinyanin her yerindeki siradan
hayranlar bile birkag Sirp basketbol y1ldizinin
ismini biliyor artik. 1990’larda Sacramento
Kings'i sampiyonluktan sampiyonluga tasi-
yan eski NBA efsanesi Vlade Divac’'in yani sira
Peja Stojakovic ve Tiirk yildiz Hidayet Tiirkoglu
bunlardan yalnizca birkagi.

Sirp basketbolunun hikayesinin izi nere-
deyse bu sporun baslangicina dek siiriilebilir.
Basketbol 1891 y1linda ABD'de "icat edildi’ ve L.
Diinya Savasr'nin ardindan, 1923 yilinda William
Willand adl1 bir Amerika Kizil Hag goniilliisti bu
sporu Belgrad'a getirdi. Burada bircok merakl
sporcu, beden egitmeni ve bu sira dis1 oyuna ilgi
duyan insanla karsilasti. Bu tesadiifi ziyaretin
ardindan basketbol Sirbistan’da tutundu. Déne-
min Sirbistan kralligina bagh Jimnastik ve Spor
Toplulugunun da yardimiyla Willand'in basket-
bol ekipmanlar bugiin Sirbistan'in en biiyiik
gazetesi Politika'nin ana binasina ev sahipligi
yapan Belgrad Second Men's High School adl1
okulun bahgesine yerlestirildi.
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Tirk Hava Yollariile

IST-> BEG 1sa45dk

Turk Hava Yollari, istanbul ile
Belgrad arasinda haftanin her
guni karsilikli direkt seferler
dizenliyor.

Fly Turkish Airlines
IST->BEGin 1h45min
Turkish Airlines has daily
round-trip direct flights between
Istanbul and Belgrade.

\\ turkishairlines.com J
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ist-era concrete blocks that dot the Serbian capi-
tal. Today, even casual fans around the world have
surely heard of some Serbian stars. Most famous
are former NBA legend Vlade Divac, who from the
1990s made the NBA's Sacramento Kings peren-
nial championship contenders, along with fellow
countryman Peja Stojakovi¢ and Turkish star Hi-
dayet Tiirkoglu.

The full story of Serbian basketball can be
traced back almost to the beginning of the sport
itself. Basketball was invented in 1891 in the USA
and, after the World War I, in 1923, an American
Red Cross volunteer named William Willand
brought basketball to Belgrade. There he found
many curious sportsmen, physical educators
and others interested in this unusual new game.
From that fortuitous visit, the sport caught on.
With the help of the then-Serbian kingdom’s So-
ciety of Gymnastics and Sports, Willand's basket-
ball equipment was installed in the school yard
of the Belgrade Second Men’s High School (today,
the headquarters of Serbia’s largest newspaper,
Politika).

There

FINALFOUR

BELGRADE

2010yilindan bu
yana Turkish Airlines
EuroLeague adiyla
diizenlenen turnuvanin
Final Four maclar1 18-
20 Mayis tarihlerinde
Belgrad'da oynanacak.

Held under the name
Turkish Airlines
EurolLeague since
2010, the Final Four
games will be heldin
Belgrade between
May 18 and 20.
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2017 y1linda final mag¢i 6ncesinde
Istanbul'a getirilen Turkish Airlines
EuroLeague kupasiyeni sahibini bu yil
Belgrad'da bulacak.

*

Hiikiimetin de yonlendirmesiyle iilkede
basketbol 6zellikle 1930'1arda hizla yiikseldi ve
Sirpgada "pota’ anlamina gelen “kos” kelimesin-
den tiiretilen ve bugiin de kullanilan “kosarka”
ismini ald1. II. Diinya Savasr'nin ardindan Belg-
rad; bugiinkil Slovenya, Hirvatistan, Kosova,
Karadag, Bosna ve Makedonya'y1 kapsayan yeni
Yugoslavya'nin baskenti oldu. Birkag rekabetci
ligin bulundugu sehirden ¢ikan zorlu ulusal
basketbol takimi 1980 yilinda Olimpiyat altin
madalyasini; 1970, 1978 ve 1990’daysa FIBA Diin-
ya Sampiyonasi'ni kazandi. Yugoslavya'nin ayri-
ca bes Eurobasket sampiyonlugu da bulunuyor.

15 y11 boyunca yaptigim ziyaretler netice-
sinde ne kadar girisken, rekabetc¢i ve eglence-
li oldugunu gérdiigiim bu iilkenin tarihinde
basketbolun yadsinamaz bir degeri var. Avru-
pa'nin en biiyiik sehri degil belki ama o bityiik
kalbiyle Belgrad hem uzun hafta sonu gezileri
hem de kiiltiirel etkinlikler bakimindan po-
piilerligini devamli arttiran bir destinasyon
hiline geldi.

There

|
|

EuroLeague CEO'su
Jordi Bertomeu, 2017
kupasini Tiirk Hava
Yollari Yénetim Kurulu
ve icra Komitesi
Baskani M. ilker Ayci'ya

| _ﬂfuﬁfﬁ:@:’ teslim etmisti.

EuroLeague CEO Jordi
Bertomeu presented
the 2017 cup to Turkish
Airlines Chairman of the
Board and the Executive
Committee M. llker Ayc.

Basketball really took off in the 1930s, under di-
rection of the state, when the sport also acquired
the local name it retains to this day: kosarka (from
the Serbianword Kos, meaning “hoop”). After WWII,
Belgrade became the capital of the new Yugoslavia
(which included today’s Slovenia, Croatia, Kosovo,
Montenegro, Bosnia and Macedonia), making a
competitive set of leagues and a formidable na-
tional team that won Olympic gold in 1980 and FIBA
World Championships in 1970, 1978 and 1990. Yugo-
slavia also won five EuroBasket championships.

Basketball has thus left an indelible mark on a na-
tion that, as I have always found in 15 years of visits,
Is as gregarious, competitive and fun-oving as they
come. Belgrade is not the biggest city in Europe, but
it has a big heart, and is increasingly becoming a go-
todestination for long weekends and cultural events.

The Serbs are both competitive and endlessly
creative, with a penchant for reclaiming the old and

*

Brought to Istanbul before the 2017
final game, the Turkish Airlines
EuroLeague Cup will be handed to its
new owner in Belgrade this year.

*

Knez Mihailova
Caddesi, Belgrad'in
en 6nemli aligveris
merkezlerinin
basinda geliyor.
Knez Mihailova Street
is one of the most
important shopping
centersinthe city.
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Sirplar eskiyi alip geng kusagin bir parcasi
kilmakta usta; hem rekabetci hem de kreatif-
ler. Son yillarda sanatgilar ve tasarimecilar ta-
rafindan kurtarilan viran konaklarin yer aldig1
Savamala adl1 hip sanat bélgesi bunun en gii-
zel 6rneklerinden. Avrupa ve otesi ile havayolu
vasitasiyla gittikce daha da siki bir bag kuran
Belgrad'in sen ruhu ve tarihi zenginlikleri -baz1
acilardan 1990’larin Prag’1 gibi- sehri ziyaretler
icin mitkemmel birer vesile.

Kalemegdan Hisar parkinin bagladigi yerde se-
hirdeki en keyifli yiirliyiis rotalarindan birini su-
nan, trafige kapali Knez Mihailova aligverig merke-
zi yer aliyor. Iki yapinin bulustugu noktanin biraz
kuzeydogusunda kalan fresk galerisi, Musevi Mii-
zesi ve 1575'te insa edilen ve Sirp baskentindeki
son saglam Osmanli camisi olan Bayrakh Camii,
Belgrad'in ¢ok kiiltiirlii tarihini bugiine tasiyor.

Birka¢ arkadasimla bulugsmak i¢cin Knez Mi-
hailova'ya geri déniiyorum. Masalar sokaga
tasan; leziz sandvicler, tatlilar ve kahveler ser-
vis eden Ruski Car (Rus Car1) adl1 kafede kahve
iciyoruz. Sakin bir 6gleden sonra gecirmek ve

There
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making it their generation’s own. Such is the case
with the hip art district of Savamala, a formerly ne-
glected neighborhood of dilapidated mansions res-
urrected in recent years by artists and designers. Bel-
grade is becoming increasingly well-connected by
air with Europe and beyond, and its boisterous spirit
and historic offerings are making it a perfect choice
for city breaks, resembling in some ways how Prague
made a name for itself in the 1990s.

Where Kalemegdan Fortress park begins is also
the end of Belgrade’s main pedestrian mall - Knez
Mihailova - another favorite place for a stroll. Sights
just to the northeast of their conjunction attest to
Belgrade’s mixed heritage, including everything
from a fresco gallery to a Jewish Museum and the
Bajrakli Mosque, built in 1575 and the last remaining
Ottoman mosque in the Serbian capital.

Back on Knjez Mihailova, we turn up to meet
friends for a coffee at the Ruski Car (Russian Tsar)
café, which spills over into the street and offers
sandwiches, sweets and coffees. It's a great spot for
a relaxed afternoon and people-watching. You're
bound to run into something unexpected on this
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gelen geceni izlemek i¢in harika bir yer. Her
iki yaninda diikkinlarin ve biiyiik semsiyeler
altindaki genis kafelerin yer aldig1, seyyah mii-
zisyenlerin insanlara miizik s6leni yasattig, so-
kak gostericileri ve arada bir yapilan mitinglerle
capcanli bu genis bulvarda sasirtici bir enstan-
taneyle karsilasabilirsiniz her an.

Bulvarin hafif egimini ¢ikip Yugoslavya yil-
larindan kalma eski bir yapi olan abidevi Hotel
Moskva'nin hemen karsisinda kesmekes icin-
de bir kaldirima variyoruz. Kisa bir yiiriyiisiin
ardindan Belgrad'in en klasik ve fotojenik nok-
talarindan birine variyoruz: Trg Republike’deki
(Cumhuriyet Meydani) Ulusal Miize ve Tiyatro;
biraz ilerideki yitksek parlamento binasi ve Sve-
ti Marko Kilisesi. Bu goz alic1 yapilarin arasinda
gezinirken arada bir siradan sokaklarla ve okul
bahgeleriyle kesisiyor yolumuz. Kendi kendile-
rine takimlar kurarak basketbol oynayan ¢ocuk-
lan izlerken birkac¢inin ulusal ve uluslararasi
sahnede gelecekte ¢ok basarili olacagini 6ngor-
mek hi¢ de zor degil.

Bazi geng Sirp oyuncular yalnizca EuroLea-
gue finallerini izlemeye degil, agustos ayinda
diizenlenecek “Sinir Tanimayan Basketbol” yaz
kampina katilmaya da hazirlaniyor. FIBA ve NBA
tarafindan diizenlenen ve 6zellikle NBA'den y1l-
di1z oyuncularn agirlayacak bu birinci sinif etkin-
lik de Belgrad'in diinyanin basketbola en bagh
sehirleri arasindaki hak ettigi yere isaret ediyor.

1-Sebzesive suyu bol sekilde hazirlanan etli
pilavin tadina bakmalisiniz.

Make sure to try the meat pilaf with vegetables
and broth.

2- Kalemegdan'in surlanigerisindeki parkta
heryastan insan vakit gegiriyor.

People of all ages spend time in the park inside
the walls of Kalemegdan.

78

Ozel Dosya - Feature

g o =R R T T
(] ';t""__",- -.%f...' K LR ”
. e 1.-:“‘|1 "’k:- s

X ! I]‘-'*-" -~

e

Pl

a
-

wide avenue lined with shops and spacious cafés
set under umbrellas - itinerant musicians serenad-
ing passersby, street performers, the occasional
protest.

Traversing this street up the slight incline later,
we reach a busy curb, across from the iconic Hotel
Moskva, an old fixture from Yugoslav times. A short
walk brings us past some of Belgrade’s most iconic
and photogenic sites, like the National Museum and
Theater, on Trg Republike (Republic Square), and a
bit further, the towering parliament, and Sveti Mar-
ko Church. But wandering around these splendid
sites also brings us past ordinary side streets and
schoolyards where, of course, kids are competing in
improvised basketball matches, some no doubt des-
tined for future gloryon the national orinternational
stage.

Indeed, some young Serbian players are al-
ready preparing not only for watching the EuroLe-
ague finals, but for participating in this August’s
“Basketball Without Borders” summer camp, to
be held together with FIBA and the NBA (and ex-
pected to include a few guest stars from the latter)
- another world-class event indicating Belgrade’s
rightful place among the most basketball-mad in-
ternational cities.

There
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Nerede Yemeli?

Where to Eat <<

Rostiljadiverilenve yiyecek satan
kamyonetlerden gurme restoranlara
heryerde bulabileceginiz 1zgara etler
Sirbistan'in en tinlii lezzeti. Balkan
yemekleriiginse sucuguyla bilinen
Sarajevski Restaurant'ive Bosna
baskentinden getirilen gizli tarifle
hazirlanan lezzetler sunan Sarajevski
Kebabs'i deneyebilirsiniz. Belgrad'in
Unll Skadarlija bélgesindeki klasik Tri
Sesira'yi datercih edebilirsiniz.

Serbiais famous for its rostilj (grilled
meats), something found everywhere
from take-away vans to gourmet
restaurants. For Balkan flavors, try
Sarajevski (Sarajevo) Restaurant,
famed for its sucuk (sausages) and
Sarajevski Kebabs- made according
to a‘secretrecipe’ broughtin from the
Bosnian capital. Also, visit avenerable
classic, Tri Sesira, in Belgrade’s trendy
Skadarlija district.

Nerede Kalmali?

Where to Stay

Yenilenen Hotel Moskva, Belgrad'in
Yugoslavya donemindeki ihtisaminin
abidevi bir semboli. Nehrin diger
yakasinda, Novi Beograd'da yer

alan Arena'nin yakininda kalmak
isterseniz yatak ve kahvalti sunan
pansiyonlardan Hyatt Regency'ye
bircok konaklama alternatifi
bulacaksiniz.

The renovated Hotel Moskvais a
stately symbol of Belgrade’s former
Yugoslav-era grandeur. If you want to
stay nearer to the Arena (on the other
side of the river, in Novi Beograd) you'll
find hotels ranging from bed-and-
breakfasts to the Hyatt Regency.

Nereye Gitmeli?

Must-See << ﬁ

Sava ve Tuna nehirlerine bakan ve
parklarla dolu tarihi Kalemegdan
Hisari kentin sakinleri kadar
ziyaretgileri arasinda da popdiler.

The historic Kalemegdan Fortress,
overlooking the Sava and Danube
Rivers and bursting with parks, is
popular with locals and visitors alike.

Ne Almah?

Opanci, Sirbistan'in ucu kivrik

ve deriden yapilmis geleneksel
ayakkabilar. Eskisi kadar sik
giyilmese de muhtesem bir hediyelik
esya segenegive sohbet konusu.

Souvenies (@

Opanci are traditional Serbian shoes
with a curled toe, made out of leather.
While not commonly worn as in the old
days, they make a great local souvenir
and conversation piece to bring home.

Nerede Alisveris Yapmali?

Geleneksel Sirp zanaatlari Kosancicev
venac'in Osmanl déneminden kalma
Arnavut kaldirimlarina yayilan eski
pazar alani Makadam'da sergileniyor.
Tasarim giysiler, mlicevherler ve

diger modern aksesuarlarsa Knez
Mihailova'nin vitrinlerini stsltyor.

Where to Shop <@

Traditional Serbian arts and crafts

are displayed at Makadam, an old-

town market area spread across
the Ottoman-era cobblestones of

Kosancic¢ev venac. Designer clothing,

jewelry and other modern accessories

line the big-window shops of Knez
Mihailova.

Ne Gétiirmeli?

Belgrad'dailkbahar iliktir. Henliz
metro agi olmadigindan tekerlekli
bavul almanizda fayda var.

There

What To Pack <.

Belgrade in spring is balmy. Since
there’s no subway yet, you'll be better
off with awheeled suitcase.

TURKISH
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